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J O U R N A L  OF LIQUID CHROMATOGRAPHY, 12(5), 881-882 (1989) 

BOOK REVIEW 

"The Pharmacological Basis o f  Therapeutics," A l f r e d  Goodman Gilrnan, Louis  
S. Goodman, Theodore W. Ral I  and F e r l d  Murad, Seventh Ed i t l on ,  MacMIIlan 
Publ lsh lng Co., New York, 1985, 1736 pp. 

Therapeutics has been t h e  b i b l e  of textbooks f o r  students and 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  pharmacology. The seventh e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  I l l u s t r i o u s  
textbook c e r t a i n l y  fo l lows i n  t h e  foots teps o f  e a r l i e r  ed i t i ons .  The 
e d i t o r s  s t a t e  th ree  primary obJectives f o r  t h e  seventh e d i t i o n :  10 the  
c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  pharmacology w i t h  r e l a t e d  medical sciences; 2)  t he  
r e l n t e r p r e t a t l o n  o f  t h e  act ions and uses o f  drugs from t h e  v lewpolnt  o f  
important advances I n  medicine; 3)  t h e  p lac ing  o f  emphasis on t h e  
app l l ca t l ons  o f  pharmacodynamics t o  therapeutics. 
ed l t l on ,  most w i l l  agree these obJectives have, indeed, been achleved. 

With the  re lease o f  t he  seventh e d i t i o n ,  t he re  have been extens ive 
rev i s ions  t o  t h i s  t e x t .  The ten  years whlch have elapsed between t h e  
s i x t h  and seventh e d i t l o n s  have seen many advances I n  both app l i ed  and 
bas ic  pharmacology. The new e d i t i o n  r e f l e c t s  these changes. During t h e  
past several years, dozens o f  new pharmacologic agents have become 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c l i n i c i a n ,  and these agents rece ive  In-depth coverage I n  
t h e  t e x t .  There a re  completely new sect ions on ca lc ium channel blockers, 
hyperllpoprotelnernlas, endorphins and enkephalins, and immunosuppresslve 
agents. Other e d i t i o n s  have been extens ive ly  updated, i nc lud ing  those 
sect ions covering antidepressants, benzodiazepines, neuroactlve peptldes, 
antlhypertenslves, an t lm lc rob ia l  agents, an t l a r r y thm lc  agents, 
anaesthetics, o p l o i d  agonlsts, neuromuscular b lock lng  agents and 
a n t l p r o l l f e r a t i v e  substances. 

For over 40 years, Goodman and Gllmants "The Pharmacological Basis o f  

Upon reading t h i s  

Overal l ,  t he  seventh e d i t i o n  places much more emphasis on 
pharmacoklnetlcs. Three chapters on general pharmacologlcal p r l n c l p l e s  
g l ve  thorough coverage t o  the  t o p i c s  o f  drug absorption, d l s t r l b u t i o n  and 
e l lm ina t l on .  There Is a f u l l  chapter addressing mechanisms o f  drug a c t i o n  
and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between drug concentrat lon and e f f e c t .  
t he  book, t he re  Is ample d iscuss ion o f  p r a c t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  I n  t h e  
determination o f  dosage regimens f o r  pat ients .  

Most o f  t he  remalnlng t e x t  Is d iv ided  i n t o  th ree  sect ions cover ing 
var ious of r e l a t e d  pharmacologlc agents. W i th in  each section, 
space Is devoted t o  i nd i v idua l  agents, w l t h  emphasis upon t h e  

Throughout 
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882 BOOK REVIEW 

pharmacologlc propertles, as well as the c l l n l c a l  aspects, o f  each agent. 
Overall, t h l s  volume Is extremely well organlzed, wl th lnformatlon o f  
prlmary Importance I n  large p r l n t  and background Information set back I n  
smaller, I lgh ter  p r l n t .  
locate Important Information concerning a spec l f l c  drug, such as 
absorptlon or  lnteract lons wl th other drugs. 

The f l n a l  chapters presents a b r i e f  descr lpt lon o f  the pr lnc lp les  o f  
toxlcology. Although one would f l n d  more extenslve lnformatlon I n  a 
volume devoted excluslvely t o  toxlcology, these chapters are, nonetheless, 
a valuable reference resource. 
dealing wl th prescr lpt lon order wrlt lng, deslgn o f  dosage reglmens and 
drug Interactlons. Extenslve tables are Included whlch contain detal led 
pharmacoklnetlc data fo r  approxlmately 200 substances. 

reduced data fo r  many older, less frequently used agents whlle, a t  the 
same t lme, devotlng extenslve space fo r  dlscusslon o f  newer, more c o m n l y  
used agents. 
or are s t l l l  I n  developmental stages, yet show great promlse. 

Thls revlewer belleves t h l s  seventh ed l t l on  o f  "The Pharmacological Basts 
o f  Therapeutlcs" w l l l  serve as an Invaluable too l  f o r  students, educators, 
c l l n l c lans  and researchers o f  pharmacology, whether It Is used as a 
textbook o r  as a reference resource. I t  Is ce r ta ln l y  worthy o f  the 
esteemed status achleved by e a r l l e r  edlt lons. 

E l l  l o t  E. Cazes 
The Unlverslty o f  Maryland 
School of Medlclne 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
January, 1989 

Thls allows one t o  qulckly scan the t e x t  t o  

There are also excel lent  appendlces 

During the revls lon o f  t h l s  edl t lon,  the ed l to rs  have ellmlnated or  

These Include many whlch have e l the r  been recent ly approved 
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